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Guangren Elementary School

Grade 4 Newsletter Week 12: November 17th - November 21st, 2025
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Learning Goals This Week
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Oral Communication:

- We are learning to use words like “although,” “because,” “yet” and “since” to link our ideas/sentences.
Reading:

- We are learning find important information (facts) quickly using headings, captions, diagrams, and bold words
in a text.

Writing:

- We are learning to use parts of speech correctly to write sentences of different lengths.
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Weekly Learning-Oral &v
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This week in oral communication, students reviewed a variety of the simple machines they have learned about in
class and practised speaking about them with their classmates. They discussed how these machines are used in
daily life and shared their thoughts in pairs, small groups, and with the whole class. Through the think-pair-share
activity, students talked about their ideas with classmates before presenting them to the whole class. They also
joined question-and-answer sessions with both peers and the teacher to strengthen their understanding of the
topic. Students completed their culminating task, and used their knowledge gained throughout the unit to help
them present a constructed newspaper article to other students in the class.
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Weekly Learning - Reading
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This week in reading, students practised using non-fiction text features like: bold words, captions, table of
contents, and labels to locate important information in a text. Students read a variety of text forms with these
features to enhance their understanding of how people talk about simple machines. They then demonstrated
their understanding of the text by writing their CT and summarizing the information they learned.
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Weekly Learning - Writing ¥
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In writing this week for their culminating task, students wrote a news report independently. They wrote full
sentences and clear paragraphs, using a new tfext similar to the ones from previous weeks about simple
machines. Students mainly used text related to pulleys, wheels and axles. Students showed their ability to write

a clear and well-structured news report.
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Weekly Learning - Art
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For art this week, students explored simple machines by creating their own inventions. They began by following
thoughtful instructions: they first considered the invention they chose for their culminating task and reflected on how it
helps people and the benefits it provides. After drawing and naming their ideas, like "The Amazing Bike," they used clay
and materials to bring their designs to life and proudly presented their creations to the class, showcasing their creativity
and understanding of mechanics.
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Raz-Kids Feature Book Raz—Kidsi& & 3 &

Simple Machines

Written by Robert Charles
Illustrated by Randy Gates

Title 2 % : Simple Machines
Author T/F'fz‘f : Robert Charles
Book Level & 4§ & %: K

In class:

We read the book to review what was
learned about simple machines.

At Home:
1. Read the book together.

2. After reading, ask your child:

“What is the book about?”

“What did you learn about simple
machines?”

"How do simple machines help us?"

Your child could say:
“The book is about ...”
“l learned that simple machines ...”

“simple machines help us to ......
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Unit 2 Reca

Topic

Simple Machinesa

Simple Machines

P

Curriculum
Expectations

(copy from the
Framework for
Planning
document)

Oral Communication
1.2 listen and respond to critical
thinking questions using “why”
and “how”

1.3 listen to an oral text and
demonstrate understanding
through participation in

discussions of content area
topics with minimal support

2.2 participate in social and
academic discussions using
connecting words to show
relationships between events
and ideas

2.3 use vocabulary to
clarify/lenhance meaning by
incorporating low-frequency
words and subject-specific
language in sentences

Reading
1.2 demonstrate an understanding of
adapted authentic texts on content area
topics (i.e. summarize, identify key
ideas, make connections, infer, visualize,
evaluate, analyze, etc.)

1.4 identify and use a variety of text
features to locate information

2.2 determine the meaning of unfamiliar
words, using some visuals and context

2.3 read aloud with phrasing a variety of
adapted and/or authentic text, observing
the rules of punctuation (quotation
marks, commas, etc.)

Writing
1.1 write about a range of topics, using a
variety of text forms

1.2 generate ideas about a topic, using a
variety of strategies

1.3 organize ideas and information, using a
self-generated strategy

2.1 write sentences of different lengths,
using complex sentences using
low-frequency words and subject-specific
vocabulary to write in a variety of forms

2.2 use most conventions of writing
accurately (i.e. punctuation, capitalization,
etc.)

2.3 recognize common sound patterns
and/or letter sequences, root words,
affixes to approximate spelling of unknown
words
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Culminating
Task

Reading - Identify problem and solution in a teacher-made text

- Read for important and interesting information and add to graphic
organizer

- Summarize for conclusion

Writing - Write an informational paragraph (news report) about a simple machine
e Introduction of the invention
e \What simple machine is being used
e What problem does it solve and how does it help us (society)
e Conclusion and summary

*rxer* Under section 4 under prewriting - after invention- Use benefits part as level 4
Additional information (would be an expectation; to be used as reflection,
making connection)

Oral - Group presentations based on machine used
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f High Frequency Words (HFW) 3 #f 5 Z
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Content/Keywords Words

b4+ R

Week 7 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11

society At g invent P pulley o operate F T
simple i H wood VSN wheel 5 wheel 12
machine = scissors 37 rotate 7 # axle ih
inclined g &l energy it & rope &5 tube H
plane I G board * =+ elevator T P tunnel "R E
impact BB design Hie lift v straight E
force 4 thick B e rise B windmill B &
distance FEHE thin & eh higher % motion # (T
reduce A flat =1 lower g section Ve fx
effort 4 4 fix % well (noun) | = column b3 I



Grammar Focus < ;2 £ 8. — Unit 2

® conjunctions ® Irregular Comparative/Superlative
- Some words change in a special way

- although
when we compare things or sa
- because o P 9 Y
something is the most.
- These words don’t just add “-er” or “-
® Reviewing Subject-Verb-Agreement est” like regular words do.

Singular Subjects:

Use "is" or a verb that ends with "s."

Plural Subjects:

- Use "are" or a verb that does not end

with "s."
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Social Conventions

"Can a help me to move something easier?”
“When | used a the object moved easier.”
Although the object also moved without the , the work was not easy.”

"What invention did you read about?”

“| read about ?
“How was life before the ?”
“Life was , before the invention”

“How is life after the invention?”

”

“Life is now

“Why is this invention important?”

”

“This invention is important because it
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General Information — £ 3 3

Nov. 22 - PTI (Parent Teacher Interviews and reports given out)

Nov. 24-Dec. 5 - | Love Reading on Raz Kids
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< Reading

How do | know my Raz Kids level?

SR A A erRaz KidsB ¥ %% 2

You will see a range of 5 levels that your child can

access. The level in the middle is the “just right”
you will use for this activity.
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Students have 2 weeks to read as many as they can
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Complete the minimum number of books
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Complete the corresponding comprehension tests
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Students who read the minimum number of books

listed below (or morel) between Nov 24+h and Dec
5th will receive 2 Honour Cards!
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Thank you!
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