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In Niagara Falls class, the students participated in a conversation bell ringer. The students learned
that one way to initiate conversation was to ask a question. The students spun the well and had to
answer the questions and follow up showing they had attentively listened to the partner’s response.
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Toronto Class 7 4 7 .#

In Toronto class, the students worked on their Picasso inspired paintings. The students painted

monochromatic art by changing the value of the work with black or white paint. They needed to paint
an object and attach its meaning with a colour.
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Montreal Class ¥ #£ .=z

In Montreal class, the students did a reading evaluation. They had to summarise and evaluate various
nonfiction text excerpts. This allowed the teacher to see how well they had progressed in applying
various reading comprehension skills.
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Ottawa Class /& =

In Ottawa class, the students practised formulating and asking levelled questions. Students are

learning how to ask more deep questions that go beyond the 5Ws. They asked questions such as,
“If..., then...?”, and “Why do you think...?”
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In Vancouver class, the students learned how to visualise by listening to an oral text. The students
listened as the teacher read four different sentences about a famous artist’s life. They drew the artist’s
life by creating a visual which showed the important events and their order.
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Throughout the month of May, students continued to learn various speaking, reading, and writing skills
in English. Furthermore, they started the month learning working on Unit 5: Food Security, and then
ended the month by moving onto Unit 6: Artist Around the World.
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In speaking, the students continued to learn how to initiate conversation. They learned how to initiate
conversation through asking questions and sharing their opinions. They discussed various visuals and
topics related to health during unit 5. They then moved on to discussing their opinions about famous
pieces of art.
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In reading, the students continued to learn how to apply a range of reading comprehension skills. At the
beginning of the month, they evaluated a text by voicing their opinion about it and supporting it with
textual evidence, and summarising the key points. Towards the end of the month, they started applying
the reading strategies of visualisation and questioning. Both of which they will continue to work on
during the upcoming month.
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In writing, the students continued to learn how to write a blog post, and they turned their attention toward
biographies. The students completed their Unit 5 culminating task of writing a blog post about a health
topic of their choice. They then moved on to learn about the parts of a biography and wrote about
Picasso.
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During the final month of the school year, the students will continue to learn English language skills. In
speaking, students will learn how to ask levelled questions to discuss a variety of artists, art styles, and
art pieces. They will use academic language to express their opinions and express their reasoning. In
reading, students will visualise the lives of various artists by visualising comics with the most poignant
part of their journey to becoming a famous artist. Meanwhile, they will ask questions while they read to
find deeper meaning. In writing, students will learn more about biography writing and write biographies
about artists. We look forward to seeing how they have progressed.
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Keywords & Social Conventions ¥ &2 E &7

Keywords ¥ % Additional Words # % %
e storytelling # &% Additional Words are words from the Taiwan
e symbol % #x» 5 &3k Word List that are linked to the current week’s
o disease 7 i * s learning. The students may hear these words in
o self-portrait fi % i :Eg !Setzzzrr]]l l;):tl Etz?r)]/ are not mandatory words for
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e encourage (HiE 3 ENFH) 2 i
e struggle Fr - ¥+ » 3
e painful £ 2 Jf =y 3l4ef = eh
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Social Conventions 2 & &3]
e How does __ make you feel? HEinRF AR ?
e What is your opinion about ___ ? = ¥t N R
e Whyis __ important? i i+ & xE& ?
e 5Ws for biography: Whendid _ ~ ? Why did ___?Whatdid__ ?Where did
___ _?Whowas __ _?Howdid_ ? @) A P Gz ? S
B ? S ?HRA ? Sl ?
Grammar Focus = # £ 2.
e Past Tense i ;¢
o When Picasso was a child, he went to art school. He started by painting things that
looked real. However, after some time, he_started to draw things in strange shapes. £
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o Atthe end of their life, fi i* 4 & 3- L FF >

e Complex Sentences 4§ & ¢? &
o When Banksy first started making art, he only painted on the side of buildings.
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o If Picasso hadn’t felt sad, then he wouldn’t have had a Blue Period.
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At-Home Resources
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Asking Questions While Reading

Students can watch this video to get a better
understanding of how to summarise.
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https://youtu.be/-
9WfODDvS4Q7?si=MgOdEyAa8PUJI71Y
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Quizlet

Students can practise the keywords using
Quizlet.
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https://quizlet.com/MsMillsTW/folders/grade-5-
esl?i=5avjeg&x=1xqt
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Homework

This week, students are encouraged to set up their reading routine at home during the week. They are
encouraged to read for a total of 40 minutes a week using books from the classroom library or Raz-Kids. We
kindly ask that parents and guardians sign the homework each evening and confirm the number of minutes
students read each night.
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their day
and what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

1. What did you like in English class?

2. What did you do well in English class?

3. What are you excited to learn next?

We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book.
Discussion topics include:

1. What did you think about the book?

2. Let’s change the ending of the book.

3. Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board

e June 10 - Dragon Boat Festival
e June 20to June 21 - Final Exams
e June 28 - Last Day of School
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