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Whale Class #z,# .2

In Whale class this week, students practised their reading comprehension skills. After reading a
paragraph about the similarities and differences between two holidays, students completed a
Venn diagram to test their understanding about what they had read. It is important to do

assessment checks on the students learning to see where they are and what they will need to
help them improve.
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Giraffe Class £ g7 4 .=

This week, Giraffe students began their final piece of work for Unit 5: Celebrations around the
world. Students selected two familiar holidays that they could compare and contrast with each
other. They then made mind maps about things they knew about both holidays, followed by
creating a Venn diagram of the similarities and differences between the two holidays. They
would then use the Venn diagram to help them write a paragraph on similarities, and a
paragraph on differences between the two holidays.
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Elephant Class <+ # .z

o, ¢

A
AL

Elephant class students also worked on their final task for this unit. Students wrote the
similarities and differences paragraphs on the worksheet before writing a draft paragraph in
their yellow books. The key difference between the worksheet hamburger paragraphs and the

yellow book draft paragraphs is the draft must be done with sentences one after another, not
skipping lines at the end of a sentence.

T henEd PRl A AmHE AREITE - B4 A
T Ap u)‘fr’?» FE-m.F),, ° %f”ﬁ BT 3 2 'f‘-"'ﬁ *‘i‘%ﬁ)ﬁ;
Bi- BineF kS 0 @A L AAT B EBE o




Lion Class jr+ .=
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In Lion class, students practised keywords by playing “Hot Seat”. Students sit in front of the
whiteboard with a picture behind them. Classmates then use their English ability to talk about the
picture without using any words directly in the name of the picture. This is a fun speaking activity
to try and get students to practise describing something using known words.
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Dolphin Class = &2
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In the Dolphin class, students played another version of the “Hot Seat” at table groups. For this
version of “Hot Seat”, students had the keyword written on a mini-whiteboard. Using their words
and actions, students had to explain this word to the student in the hot seat without directly using
the word given. This is a great game for students to practise synonyms, antonyms, and
definitions.
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May

This month, Students concluded Unit 5: Traditions Around the World. Using Venn diagrams and
“‘hamburger paragraphs” they learned and identified the similarities and differences between
traditions/celebrations in different cultures such as Christmas, Chinese New Year, Moon Festival,
and Holi. Students continued to practise reading texts and locating important details that they
added to their writing. Students practised speaking in full sentences and with expression.
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Reading

The students continued reading skills such as reading with expression. Putting emotion into reading
helps a listener understand a reader’s intent, which for this unit is to inform people of the various
similarities and differences. Students also learned to find relevant facts within a text for what they
think is important for a celebration. These helped them better understand the texts and encourage
critical thinking. As students practised and became more confident, their fluency when reading
improved.
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Writing

Grade 3 students continued practising paragraph writing, which is multiple sentences one after
another, used to express a particular point or idea. Students learned to write a simple introduction
sentence, include sentences with important facts, and include a simple conclusion sentence to
summarize what they wrote about. Together this forms a “hamburger paragraph” that students will
be using to write about Similarities and differences in this unit using informative writing. Students
continued to practise proper punctuation including capitalization, periods, commas, question marks,
and exclamation marks. They also focused on transition words that can link their sentences
together more cohesively such as during, between, also, for, however, overall, and in conclusion.
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Speaking

The students have been practising their oral and listening skills by having discussions about
various details about certain celebrations and comparing/contrasting them to other celebrations.
They talked about things people can do, what they can eat, what they can wear, and what they can
see during these celebrations. Students practised “Four Corners”, “Mix n’ Mingle”, and “Roll the
Dice” in groups, in which they took turns asking and answering questions about the different
celebrations.
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June

In June, Students will begin and conclude their final unit, Unit 6: Being Water Wise. Students will
learn about different ways we use and abuse water, ways in which our water becomes polluted,
and various ways we can conserve and protect the water we use. To finish the unit, students will
create a comic strip about a problem with water that contains speech bubble conversations, as well
as a solution to the problem.
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Keywords, Additional Words & Social Conventions
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Waste & #

Whatever 7 ¢ £ gt A EREp,Ewdad

Usable # #* ¢ 5t *
Idea & % > /2 » 2 % ;343

Water running ik (25 % # B k4088, 3|-kon

Social Conventions i & #77/

Grammar Points = ;# £ 2

Q: Where do we find ?

EON AL AP il ?
A: We can find at
AT LA EpE e

Q: When can you save water ?

A REET L gk 9
A: We can save water when we wash the
dishes.
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Q: How can we __ save water ?
AP LAEN gk 0

A: We can _save_water by _ turning of the tap .
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Q: Why is _water important?
AR RER Y

A: Water is important because
ki E &R AT °

Q: What can you do to save water?
- | can_save water by

Transitional words (sequences)
o First..

o Next..

o Then

o Atfter..

o Finally..
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Past tense
o She went...
o They drank...
o She used...
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Videos/Extra activities
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Speech Bubbles

Some tips on how to use speech bubbles when writing
comic panels.
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Water Saving Tips and Tricks - Let's Save the
Planet - The Environment for Kids

Educational video for children to learn how to save water.
Water is an indispensable resource for life on planet Earth,
that's why we should learn how not to waste it.
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Homework

The homework will be delivered through the QR code system that was initiated last year. The QR
codes will always remain the same; the teachers will change the homework site that the QR codes
lead to. All the homework activities will be practice of the skills they learned in class.

If they don't understand how to do the homework, students can scan the QR code to find out more

and see the previous weeks' examples.
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their
day and what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

e What did you like in English class?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KX5zgbjvTuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTcFXJT0Fsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTcFXJT0Fsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTcFXJT0Fsc

e What did you do well in English class?
e What are you excited to learn next?

We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book.
Discussion topics include:

e What did you think about the book?
e |et's change the ending of the book.
e Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board

e June 10 - Dragon Boat Festival
e June 20 - Final Exam
e June 28 - Closing day
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