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Whale Class #7,4 .&2

In Whale class this week, students learned about Holi. They read a non-fiction text about this celebration
and used the information they learned to make a Venn diagram comparing Holi with Christmas. They
later used these comparisons to make a similarities hamburger paragraph about the two celebrations.
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This week, Giraffe students practised their oral skills by asking and answering questions about the
celebration of Holi. They asked each other questions about what they can eat, what the can see or do,
what they can wear during this celebration. They could then ask each other questions about the
similarities or differences there is with Christmas. As students practise, they will become more confident
speakers and improve their comprehension, sentence length and fluency.
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Elephant Class < # .=
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After revising and editing their draft, Elephant class students wrote their good copy for their paragraph

about similarities. Following this writing process is important to ensure that mistakes are fixed and their
writing is as detailed as possible. Students are encouraged to write the good copy slowly and neatly to
avoid mistakes and make their writing as easy to read as possible.
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Lion Class j7+ &2

In Lion class, students learned about Holi and did a prewriting word web about what they had learned. As
a whole class activity, students were able to share their observations and ideas and learn about other
facts and connections that they may have missed. After this, students made Venn diagrams that

compared and contrasted Holi with Christmas.
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In the Dolphin class, students worked in a group to publish their work by making a poster of two holidays.
Students wrote a title, sub-headings, a similarities paragraph, a differences paragraph, and authors, then
drew pictures of the celebrations. As students become more familiar and confident with this, they will
begin working individually and create their own work.
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April

This month, Students began Unit 5: Traditions Around the World. Using Venn diagrams and “hamburger
paragraphs” they learned and identified the similarities and differences between traditions/celebrations in
different cultures such as Christmas, Chinese New Year, Moon Festival, and Holi. Students continued to
practise reading texts and locating important details that they added to their writing. Students practised
speaking in full sentences and with expression.
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Reading

The students continued reading skills such as reading with expression. Putting emotion into reading helps a
listener understand a reader's intent, which for this unit is to inform people of the various similarities and
differences. Students also learned to find relevant facts within a text for what they think is important for a
celebration. These helped them better understand the texts and encourage critical thinking. As students
practised and became more confident, their fluency when reading improved.
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Writing

Grade 3 students continued practising paragraph writing, which is multiple sentences one after another,
used to express a particular point or idea. Students learned to write a simple introduction sentence, include
sentences with important facts, and include a simple conclusion sentence to summarize what they wrote
about. Together this forms a “hamburger paragraph” that students will be using to write about cimilarities
and differences in this unit using informative writing. Students continued to practise proper punctuation
including capitalization, periods, commas, question marks, and exclamation marks. They also focused on
transition words that can link their sentences together more cohesively such as during, between, also, for,
however, overall, and in conclusion.
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Speaking

The students have been practising their oral and listening skills by having discussions about various details
about certain celebrations and comparing/contrasting them to other celebrations. They talked about things
people can do, what they can eat, what they can wear, and what they can see during these celebrations.
Students practised “Four corners” and “Mix n’ Mingle” in groups, in which they took turns asking and
answering questions about the different celebrations.
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May

In May, Students will conclude Unit 5: Traditions Around the World. They will continue to read and learn
about more traditions and celebrations such as Holi Festival (India), Songkran (Thailand), and Heritage Day
(South Africa). They will finish the unit with a poster about two celebrations that they have written
paragraphs about to show the similarities and differences between the two celebrations. Students will also
ask and answer questions about their posters to each other to further show their comprehension and
understanding of what they have learned.
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Keywords, Additional Words & Social Conventions
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Social Conventions i & #77/
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Q: What do you do/see/eat/wear for (celebration)?
R R/ e /TR (RAR) D

for (celebration).
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A: | eat/see/go/wear
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Q: How is (celebration) similar/different to

(celebration)?
(B) ¢ (Bi) F ®ipi/7 k9

A: It is similar/different because during (celebration)

you . Also during (celebration) you
However, for (celebratlon) you

*{#Euz/z Parn’ Fi e (B) ﬁpF’“‘n

B (Rw) R

(R #) i °

#

oi{gm ’

Q: When is (celebration)’? Where is (celebration)?
(BAa) HApEE? (BA) v ?

e Paragraph writing (introduction)
o There are similarities between
(celebrationl) and (celebration?2).
o Let’s look at the differences between
(celebrationl) and (celebration?2).
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e Paragraph writing (conclusion)
o In conclusion, (celebrationl) and
(celebration?) both have .
o Overall, we do different things for
(celebrationl) and (celebration?2).
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Burger Paragraph

Detail #
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° Transmonal words
o During (celebration)...
o Also, we (verb)...
o However, we (verb)...
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Videos/Extra activities
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Holi Festival - Colors of Spring

Holi Festival - Colors of Spring

Read about this messy holiday celebrated in India.

IPF—Fxd I3

B MERARNDERFT UsFap o

Get an Up-Close Look at the Colorful Holi

Festival | National Geographic

Get an Up-Close Look at the Colorful Holi
Festival

See clouds of neon-colored powder envelop villages
across India during Holi Festival. Each year, crowds
gather to celebrate the beginning of spring with an

explosion of colour, traditional folk music, and more.
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Christmas Traditions - Kids News Break

Christmas Traditions - Kids News Break

Where did our Christmas traditions come from? We
discover the history of some of our Christmas
traditions. Some of it is very surprising. Christmas
Traditions - Kids News Break
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file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/Holi%20Festival%20-%20Colors%20of%20Spring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbFIkJ8KFZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbFIkJ8KFZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-etTG770jA

Homework

The homework will be delivered through the QR code system that was initiated last year. The QR codes will
always remain the same; the teachers will change the homework site that the QR codes lead to. All the
homework activities will be practice of the skills they learned in class.

If they don't understand how to do the homework, students can scan the QR code to find out more and see
the previous weeks' examples.
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their day and
what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

1. What did you like in English class?

2. What did you do well in English class?

3. What are you excited to learn next?

We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book. Discussion
topics include:

1. What did you think about the book?

2. Let’s change the ending of the book.

3. Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board

e May 27 to May 31- Celebration of Learning
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https://forms.gle/HFU8pDYB6k8uPx316
https://forms.gle/HFU8pDYB6k8uPx316

