— (Guangren Elementary School

Grade 1 Semester 2 Newsletter Week 2: February 19™- February 23", 2024
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We were so excited to welcome students back for Semester 2. We started the semester by re-
establishing routines and revisiting the classroom rules. Students engaged in team-building activities
like “What did you do over the Lunar New Year?” bingo and reviewed the classroom expectations
through engaging activities. They started the 3rd unit, Seasons and Weather, by reading and discussing
the text, “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” We are excited to see how our students will grow this semester.
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Keywords, Additional Words & Social Conventions & Grammar Focus
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How is the weather?
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What colour is the bear? How is the weather there?
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The bear is walking/climbing/stomping. :
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We're Going on a Bear Hunt - Michael Rosen

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt

Students will continue to read this mentor text over
the next several weeks of the Seasons and Weather
unit. They can practise prepositions and talk about
the different kinds of weather in the book.
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What's The Weather Like Today - THE
KIBOOMERS Preschool Songs for Circle
TimeWhat's The Weather Like Today - THE
KIBOOMERS Preschool Songs for Circle Time

What'’s the Weather Like Today?

Students can sing along to this catchy tune about the
different types of weather.

£ F Ao ?

FAPvURFEeR PP Cahgid - 42
gl enx 5 o

) B fE A



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riHxoHgphhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riHxoHgphhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUSbazn3STo&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUSbazn3STo&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo

Homework

Setting up a reading routine is very important and can help foster a student's English acquisition. When
reading, students are exposed to new vocabulary, various grammar forms, and new ideas and concepts.
As we read, we develop our writing skills. Also, by having a reading routine, it helps the students practise
their learning skills & work habits. Students will be practising their responsibility and initiative by using
Raz-Kids independently and remembering to read every evening.

For Monday-Thursday students will read the same Raz Kids book accessed via “My Assignment.”
Students can scan the QR code which shows screenshots of where to find the book in the reading room if
needed. They should make observations about the text and record their findings via the daily instructions.

Weekend homework will also focus on reading with the addition of “How many minutes read?” The goal
for Grade 1 students is to read at least 5-10 minutes with a family member each weekend. They may read
more than one book, but they only need to write and draw about one. Students can follow this format each
week, based on the template in the yellow book.

The goal of creating a reading routine for homework is to encourage the students’ English language
acquisition and to foster a love of reading. We kindly ask that you help guide your student in building this
reading routine and sign the homework sheet on Mondays. Thank you for your continuous support!
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their day
and what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

e What did you like in English class?

¢ What did you do well in English class?

e What are you excited to learn next?




We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book.
Discussion topics include:

e What did you think about the book?

e Let’s change the ending of the book.

e Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board

e February 28 - Memorial Day (No School)
e March 1 - Special Edition Newsletter
e March 22 - Picnic Day
e March 30 - Parent-Teacher Interviews
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