Guangren Elementary School

Grade 1 Semester 2 Special Edition Newsletter Week 3: February 26™-March 15', 2024
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Orange Class #7z

In Orange Class, students practised identifying “ing” verbs in various texts in their classroom. In
small groups, students went on a scavenger hunt through their books and recorded all of the “ing” verbs
they found. Reading them in context helps students understand the relevance of this grammar point.
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Red Class &z 7T

In Red Class, students practised identifying weather-related vocabulary by using their weather mats.
They played “flower power,” a game where they wrote blank spaces for the weather word and
exchanged it with their partner to identify the word. This was an engaging and creative way for students
to practise new vocabulary words.
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Blue Class grr
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In Blue Class, students worked in small groups and played an “ing” board game. They rolled the dice
and practised reading various “ing” words with their table partners. This was an exciting way for

students to practise grammar together.
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Yellow Class # 7«

In Yellow Class, students watched a video about three or four different types of bears in different

weather and environments. The students identified one bear of choice and wrote a sentence about the
colour of the bear and the weather where it lives. For example, “The bear is white. The weather is

snowy and cold.” They also drew a picture to allow them to express their creative side
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Green Class #7517
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In Green Class, students enjoyed reading time by reading with a partner. Reading with a partner
encourages students to enjoy reading aloud to one another, while also building their confidence.

Building a reading routine is an important part of learning a language and working together
demonstrates responsibility and initiative.
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February

Students started the semester by re-establishing routines and revisiting the classroom rules. Students
engaged in team-building activities like “What did you do over the Lunar New Year?” bingo and reviewed
the classroom expectations through engaging activities. They started the 3rd unit, Seasons and Weather,
by reading and discussing the text, “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” We are excited to see how our
students will grow this semester.

In the second week, students began the third unit, Seasons and Weather. Students learned about how to
name and describe the weather around them and in pictures. To correspond with the mentor text, “We’re
Going on a Bear Hunt,” students observed pictures and videos of bears in different kinds of weather and

used the social conventions “Today, it is ", “tis today,” and “The weather/It is
Students read and spoke these sentences to the teacher and to each other. Students practised speaking
in complete sentences to describe the weather.

In reading, students dove into “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” They read the first section of the book which
shows a family encountering warm spring and summer weather. Students discussed what the characters
are doing and what they are wearing in this kind of weather. Students also watched videos of bears in
warm weather and discussed what they like eating and doing. Students also reviewed seasons with a
story called “Seren’s Seasons.” In phonics, students learned about letters “Hh” and “Rr” and how to
decode words with these sounds.

In writing, students practised writing sentences to describe the people and the weather in the “We're
Going on a Bear Hunt” mentor text. For example, students identified who is in the story and wrote a
sentence about them using ING verbs, i.e. “The weather is hot. Tom is sitting on Dad’s shoulders.” They
also practised prepositions like “in, on, under, over, through” i.e. They are stomping through the long,
wavy grass.” Students also viewed various videos of bears in different weather scenes and described
them, i.e. “The bear is brown. The weather is hot. The bear is eating fish.”

March

In March, students will continue with the Seasons and Weather unit. They will learn about cool/cold
weather and seasons including Fall and Winter. They will continue to use “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt”
as a mentor text. They will discuss what they wear in these types of weather and what activities they like
to do. Students will engage with additional relevant short stories, non-fiction texts, and educational videos.
Students will also continue to read and retell stories in class and work on their reading routine for
weekend homework.
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Keywords, Additional Words & Social Conventions & Grammar Focus
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e How is the weather?
& x X ;g Y@ ?

e The weather is
b A




e What colour is the bear? How is the weather there?
TR AP AR 7 PR F Ao ?
o The bear is . The weather is
e g F“‘ . SF 7*“\
e What do you wear/ What do you like wearing in the summer/spring?
wE/ EETRAALTR/ FX?
o | wear/l like wearing__ in the summer/spring.
AT/ EEFTER_ 0 AR/ FX o
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Question Sentence Structure & F p"%ﬁ

e How is the weather?
SRR F Aow?

e What do you wear/ What do you like wearing in the (season)?
mF/ TETEFAEL(ES)?

e What do you like doing in the (season)?
(&)t A?
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Videos
FH

The Letter Hh by Storybots

Students can learn words beginning with the letter
“Hh” along with this catchy story by Storybots.
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Letter H | StoryBots ABC Alphabet for Kids |
Netflix Jr

Going on a Bear Hunt (song) by the
Kiboomers

Students can sing along with this catchy tune to help
them learn new vocabulary and phrases when
reading “Going on a Bear Hunt.”

Kiboomers &= 3s (8cd )
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Going on a Bear Hunt - THE KIBOOMERS
Preschool Songs for Circle Time

Homework

Setting up a reading routine is very important and can help foster a student's English acquisition. When
reading, students are exposed to new vocabulary, various grammar forms, and new ideas and concepts.
As we read, we develop our writing skills. Also, by having a reading routine, it helps the students practise
their learning skills & work habits. Students will be practising their responsibility and initiative by using
Raz-Kids independently and remembering to read every evening.

For Monday-Thursday students will read the same Raz Kids book accessed via “My Assignment.”
Students can scan the QR code which shows screenshots of where to find the book in the reading room if
needed. They should make observations about the text and record their findings via the daily instructions.

Weekend homework will also focus on reading with the addition of “How many minutes read?” The goal
for Grade 1 students is to read at least 5-10 minutes with a family member each weekend. They may read



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgQ1dygRqeE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgQ1dygRqeE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_ShP3fiEhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_ShP3fiEhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_ShP3fiEhU

more than one book, but they only need to write and draw about one. Students can follow this format each
week, based on the template in the yellow book.

The goal of creating a reading routine for homework is to encourage the students’ English language
acquisition and to foster a love of reading. We kindly ask that you help guide your student in building this
reading routine and sign the homework sheet on Mondays. Thank you for your continuous support!
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their day
and what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

¢ What did you like in English class?

¢ What did you do well in English class?

e What are you excited to learn next?

We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book.
Discussion topics include:

e What did you think about the book?

e Let’s change the ending of the book.

e Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board
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e March 22 - Picnic Day
e March 30 - Parent-Teacher Interviews
e April 4/5 - Tomb Sweeping Holiday and Children’s Day
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https://forms.gle/tcYvsQpk6yWWKy1NA
https://forms.gle/tcYvsQpk6yWWKy1NA
https://forms.gle/tcYvsQpk6yWWKy1NA

