Guangren Elementary School

Grade 1 Semester 1 Special Edition Newsletter Week 18: December 25™-December 29™, 2023
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In Orange Class, students worked together in small groups. In this small group, students practised
reading high frequency words by playing the balance tree game. As each student added a piece to the
tree, they read a high frequency word from their list.
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Red Class .z 7T

In Red Class, students enjoyed playing “Guess Who?” A classmate shared details of a mystery person
listed on their paper. Students used their whiteboard to draw this person. Finally, when the drawing was
complete, they guessed the identity of the person. This was a great way for students to practise their
listening skills.
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Blue Class grr

In Blue Class, students practised describing each other’s appearance by participating in a “walk and
talk” activity. First, they wrote a sentence about their hair and eyes. Next, they walked around and
identified classmates with short and long hair, glasses, etc..., and recorded their answers on their
papers. This was a fun way to practise speaking English with their classmates.
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In Yellow Class, students practised identifying classrooms in the school by playing a Kahoot! game on
iPads. This was a great way for them to practise their reading skills. They worked cooperatively in pairs
and demonstrated responsibility with iPads.
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Green Class #7571

In Green Class, students created a matching game about the various classrooms in the school. They
drew a picture of the classroom on one card and the name on the other. They practised playing this
game in pairs, which was a great way to demonstrate responsibility and cooperation.
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December

We would like to thank all the parents who came to Parents Observation Week to observe their child’s
classes. It is always a pleasure for us to share our daily learning goals, routines and activities with
parents. We know and understand the importance of working together as a team to ensure the success of
each student.

This month, students continued the second unit, “My School”. In speaking, they learned to use adjectives
to describe the physical appearance of their English teachers. They used the social convention “(teacher’s
name) is . and “(teacher’s name) has .” to practise speaking in complete sentences.
Students practised their listening skills with activities like the barrier game and “Guess who?”, in which
they collaborated with another student to describe the appearance of someone, while their classmate
listened and drew or guessed the identity of the person.

In writing, students continued to use labels to highlight the various physical traits of a person. They used
the social conventions learned in class to make simple sentences. They demonstrated their abilities in the
‘Mix-and-Match Teacher’ art activity. The students created the upper and lower half of a teacher. They
used labels and engaged in creating mismatched teachers.

In reading, students used a mentor text called “My English Teacher” to guide their learning about physical
appearance. They participated in shared reading with dramatic voices. They practised identifying high
frequency words using this book. They also read several stories about students, teachers, and classrooms
in the school. Students practised phonemic awareness by reviewing short vowels and learning the sounds
of letters “Bb, Cc, Dd and Gg.” The students used their listening skills and knowledge of the short vowels
and consonants to recognize and match sounds to letters. They practised sounding out real and nonsense
words by changing the beginning, middle, and end sound of CVC words. They practised identifying
various words with these sounds in their classroom, in texts, and in videos.

The students progressed this semester by participating in more small group and partner activities. They
worked on their learning skills, like respecting each other and cooperating well during class activities,
including flower power, roll and write, read and draw, the barrier game, tic tac toe, etc. Additionally,
students continued to work on showing responsibility as they reviewed the iPad rules and how to properly
handle them.
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January

In January, students will complete the unit, “My School”. They will learn how to describe the different
rooms in their school. These include the gym; the library; and music, science, Chinese, English, art, and
math classrooms. They will use what they learned in previous weeks to describe items in different
classrooms and the respective teachers. Their culminating task for their second unit will be creating and
writing about a classroom of their choice with a respective teacher and various school tools.
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Social Conventions 2 &
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e Where is the (school tool)?
(F* %) aviig?

e The is on the

£ it G oo
e The is in the

A HE R o
e The is under the
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e This/ Thatis a )
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e What does he/she look like?
s/ 8 FA kAP ?
e He/ She is tall/ short.
W/ b AR/ e
e He/ She has black/brown hair.
s/ WF 24/ fzd g o
e He/ She has blue/ brown/ green eyes.
B/ 3 EBEES/ B/ % ppEe
e He/She is beautiful/lhandsome.
B/ b FJER e/ fhgeho
e He/She has glasses/earrings.
B/ e BEFRE B3R
e Where is the (English) teacher?
(F 2 )P pviim?

e The (English) teacher is in the English classroom.
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Grammar Focus < j# £ 8

Question Sentence Structure #t f* ¢ & ﬁ
e What is your name?

Gred B2 F7

e How are you?
indFeE ?

e May | go to the bathroom?
R A R e ?

e Where is the (school tool)?
(F* %) viig?
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e nextto f---%if
e Dbehind 7---$s
e in front of T

Demonstrative Adjectives # 7+ £} % @
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Videos

Sofia’s First Day of School

Students can listen to this story about a girl finding
her way around her new school on the first day. They
can practise vocabulary about school helpers and
classrooms.
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=[] Sofia’s First Day of School | Read Aloud for
Kids | Back to school books

Letter Gg by Little Fox

Students can listen and sing along to this catchy tune
while learning new words with the letter “Gg.”
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Letter Gg | New Phonics Songs | Little Fox |
Animated Songs for Kids



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EPB7erYkQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EPB7erYkQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T83U3zYUeFU&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T83U3zYUeFU&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo

Homework

Setting up a reading routine is very important and can help foster a student's English acquisition. When
reading, students are exposed to new vocabulary, various grammar forms, and new ideas and concepts.
As we read, we develop our writing skills. Also, by having a reading routine, it helps the students practise
their learning skills & work habits. Students will be practising their responsibility and initiative by using
Raz-Kids independently and remembering to read every evening.

For Monday-Thursday students will read the same Raz Kids book accessed via “My Assignment.”
Students can scan the QR code which shows screenshots of where to find the book in the reading room if
needed. They should make observations about the text and record their findings via the daily instructions.

Weekend homework will also focus on reading with the addition of “How many minutes read?” The goal
for Grade 1 students is to read at least 5-10 minutes with a family member each weekend. They may read
more than one book, but they only need to write and draw about one. Students can follow this format each
week, based on the template in the yellow book.

The goal of creating a reading routine for homework is to encourage the students’ English language
acquisition and to foster a love of reading. We kindly ask that you help guide your student in building this
reading routine and sign the homework sheet on Mondays. Thank you for your continuous support!
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their day
and what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

¢ What did you like in English class?

e What did you do well in English class?

e What are you excited to learn next?

We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book.




Discussion topics include:
e What did you think about the book?
e Let’s change the ending of the book.
e Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board

December 29 - Special Edition Newsletter
December 30- January 1 - Happy New Year!
January 9/10 - Exams

January 19 - Last Day of School

January 20- February 16 - Winter Break
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