% Guangren Elementary School

Grade 1 Semester 1 Newsletter Week 12: November 13™-November 17", 2023
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Class Pictures & Captions g # & 74 2

Orange Class #7

In Orange Class, students reviewed snap (high frequency) words in small groups. In this activity,
students added gumball cards to a gumball machine, while reading and recording the snap words.
Being able to easily identify snap words help students with their reading fluency.
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Red Class &z 7T
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In Red Class, students practised talking about what is in their backpack. First, they brainstormed and
shared their ideas aloud. Then, they took vocabulary words from the word wall, read them aloud and
then put them in the backpack. This was a fun and interactive way for students to learn vocabulary
about school tools.
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Blue Class g&7r

In Blue Class, students practised their sound-letter correspondence. They used boxes to write each
phoneme in the CVC word. Next, they used Play-doh as a sensory tool to help them read each sound
and blend the word. This was a fun and hands-on way for students to practise sound blending.
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Yellow Class # 7T
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on the preposition

In Yellow Class, students enjoyed a read aloud. They sat on the green mats and listened to the story
teacher. They engaged with the story in which the boy looked all around for his eraser, with emphasis
, “in”.

called “Where is my Eraser?” Students listened and took initiative to answer questions along with the
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Green Class #7517
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In Green Class, students worked in small groups. They practised drawing and labelling school
supplies to kick off the new unit, “My School.” They used a word map to identify school tools. Students
practised using classroom materials like whiteboard and markers responsibly.
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Keywords, Additional Words & Social Conventions & Grammar Focus
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Social Conventions # & & 3]

e Good morning/ afternoon!
% /1% |

e Line up, please.
S -

e Stand up./Sit down.
AL /AT .

e May | go to the bathroom?
N £ e ?

e Where is the (school tool)?
(FHe* &) viig?

e [tis on/in/funder the
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Grammar Focus ~ ;2 € 8t

Question Sentence Structure # i » 5

What is your name?
el -3 9
e How are you?
i 4Feg 9
e Who is in your family?
iR ERRA 5 IR ?
e What is this?
i E AT
e How do you feel?
R EAr@?
e When is your birthday?
ind p A iwpE?
e How old are you?
[y e
e What do you like to do with your family?
[ Atk SN Ul A
e Where is the (school tool)?
(F* %) vmig?




Videos
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On, In, Under

Students can sing along to this catchy tune and learn the
prepositions “on, in, under.”
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Where is my eraser?

Students can practise asking questions and using prepositions as
they read along with this clever story about a boy looking for his
eraser.
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https://www.getepic.com/app/rea
d/47542

Homework

Setting up a reading routine is very important and can help foster a student's English acquisition. When
reading, students are exposed to new vocabulary, various grammar forms, and new ideas and concepts.
As we read, we develop our writing skills. Also, by having a reading routine, it helps the students practise
their learning skills & work habits. Students will be practising their responsibility and initiative by using
Raz-Kids independently and remembering to read every evening.

For Monday-Thursday students will read the same Raz Kids book accessed via “My Assignment.”
Students can scan the QR code which shows screenshots of where to find the book in the reading room if
needed. They should make observations about the text and record their findings via the daily instructions.

Weekend homework will also focus on reading with the addition of “How many minutes read?” The goal
for Grade 1 students is to read at least 5-10 minutes with a family member each weekend. They may read
more than one book, but they only need to write and draw about one. Students can follow this format each
week, based on the template in the yellow book.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jSvjtePq_TE&t=1s
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/47542
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/47542

The goal of creating a reading routine for homework is to encourage the students’ English language
acquisition and to foster a love of reading. We kindly ask that you help guide your student in building this
reading routine and sign the homework sheet on Mondays. Thank you for your continuous support!
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Home-School Connection

This section of the newsletter will provide you with strategies to help your child from home.
To help them review, we encourage you to speak (in English or Mandarin) to your child about their day
and what they learned in English class. Some questions could include:

¢ What did you like in English class?

e What did you do well in English class?

e What are you excited to learn next?

We encourage you to read with your child as well. Have them read to you and discuss the book.
Discussion topics include:

e What did you think about the book?

e Let’s change the ending of the book.

e Which character did you relate to?
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Bulletin Board

December 1 - Special Edition Newsletter
December 18-22 - Parent Observation Week
December 29 - Special Edition Newsletter
December 30- January 1 - Happy New Year!
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